
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

THE WAR.

VIEWS OF THE PRESENT CAMPAIGN.

The following perspicuous views of the progress
and prospect of our military operations in Mexico
correspond very closely, as the reader will perceive,
with tlip tenor of information on the same subject
furnished by the New Orleans correspondent of this
paper:

KHOM Tin HKW ORLEANS H I' LLETI V UK M AIIt H 4.
e have rccc-mly had an opportunity of convening fully

ami freely with several officers of the army lately arrived from
Mexico, on the subject of the present position anJ future pros-
l>ect* oi affairs in that quarter, an connected with the war.

I bene gentlemen have been forborne time with the army, have
borne a share in all the recent operation* and present roove-

menu, including the capture of Monterey. Their position
and opportunities have enabled them to form very correct
opinions on the subject, and such an are entitled to the highest
weight. The previous information that we had obtained, and
the opinions that we had formed, as to the lutuie prosecution
of this war, have been more than confirmed by what we have
thus recently learned.

As regards the actual position of affairs there, it is believed
Santa Anna has no idea of advancing from San Luis, with a

view to attack Gen. Taylor at N.ihillo, or rather twenty miles
in advance ol that place, where ha is now [>osied with the
main body of his army. The force under the actual com¬
mand of Gen. Taylor is about .,000 men, all volunteers, ex¬

cept four batteries of artillery nnd two squadrons of dragoons,
the former about :)«0 nwn, arid Ihe la'ter 160 in all. The
force at .Monterey is about 2,0110 men, also volunteers. Gen.
Taylur has not a regular infantry soldier with him, the whole
.having been withdrawn for the operations on the seacoasl,
tnder lien. Scott. He is, however, to be reinforced by live
or six regiments of the volunteers, actually arrived or shortly
expected, and, when joined by them, his intention, and in¬
deed his orders are, to move forward, and he is routing all his
urrangements to do so by the 1st of April. Among other
preparations, he is constructing small water-tanks, to be car¬

ried on pack-mules, with a supply of that necessary, to enable
the army to cross the desert, where for a distance ol ninety
miles there is only one watering place, and that only for a

limited number at a lime. A mule will carry two of these minia¬

ture tanks, each containing eighteen to twenty gallons. The
difficulties of the march between Saltillo and San Luis may be
judged from Ihe fact that the orders ot Paredcs, which fell into
our hands, were that, in sending forward the troops that subse¬
quently defended Monterey, they were particularly instructed
not to allow them to cross the desert in larger bodies than 500
.t a time, on account ot the small supply of water, even at
the watering place alluded to ; and this circumstance of itself
would oppose a great, if not insuperable, obstacle to any ad¬
vance ,ol Santa Anna in suriicient force at one lime to attack
ien. i ay lor, as he would not attempt to cross it in small de-

tacnments in fact* oi our armv.
At the present moment General Taylor has i most ample

supply of provisions, and also fud rheans of transportation, all
of Which latier is actively employed in bringing up full sup¬
plies ol every thing from Carnargo, preparatory to the intended
forward movement, for which the most extensive and active
preparations are bring made. We learn the transportation
means at present are at least one thousand wagons, all with
good mule teams, which are procured there at from fifteen to
twenty-five dollars each . and, besides which, there will be a

large body of pack mules.indeed the latter will In- the main
dependence after leaving Saltillo, on account of the state of
t je roa' J be position at SalriJIo is well prepared to resist
any a tempt of the enemy, and not the least fear is entertain-
i as to the resuit, should such an improbable event as an at-
W-* from Santa Anna occur. As to Monterey, it is prepared
to resist successfully the entire Mexican army, could it be
brought together for the purpose.
Gen Taylor is represented as U-ing in the m >st unamiable

* Ini'"] at lhe withdrawal of the whole of t,he regular
l-itce trorn his command, leaving him nothing but volunteers
lor his contemplated advance ; which, when joined by the re-
n.f rcements, will make his force aismt ten thousand men,

11 1 ^ °"e thousand, he is determined to go for-

Some of these volunteer regiments have Bro«tly improved,and are improving >" drill and discipline ; others have actually
retrograded in both since they took the field. This is owing
to the officers that respectively command thern, and particu¬
larly to the colonels; nil, however, agree that the system of
electing officers must be abandoned, as it is totally destructive
to all discipline and subordination, as parties are frequently
selecUd and chosen, even for field officers, without any re¬

gard to their ments or qualifications, but merely U their ^po¬
larity or willing,isbs to treat and be generally indulgent.

> 1 he fores concentrating under Gen. Scott, and intended for
the attack on \ era Crjz, will be from thirteen to fourteen
thousand men ; at least one-half of whicii will be regulars
It is thought the, cannot be before Vera Cruz until the la,t of
th* month ; the city, it believed, will be abandoned, but the
cattle defen led. I he opinion* are various not as to the final
result, but as to the tm»e that will be required to reduce it.
if the resistance in any way serious, it u thought some weeks
if not months, will be required.
As regards the subsequent operations, all agree as to the

difficulties and absence of any decisive results in penetrating
jnto the interior, even if it cauld be done in the most success
tul manner.

Supplies, at lesst to a certain extent, can be obtained on
the route but they mu.st he paid for% and .n I,Ural Urm» ,
'' ' 'A".V** hodevery thing of the kind would !>e
removal | ho hniited quantity, the sparseness of the popula-
tion, and the nature and extent of the country, would enable
them Co do so. An attempt to levy contributions, or to take
supplies without compensation, would at once be known all
along the line of march, many days, i: not weeks, in advance
<¦1 the army, and affiird ample opportunity to remove their
small stocks, as these jteople move themselves, families, stocks,
and supplies with the facility and promptness of the Aral* of

« ol our own Indians ; and, as one of our inform¬
ants observed, we m.Kht as well attempt to support an army
eng.ged in war with our tnl.es of Western Indians by levvin'e
contributions upon their villages and wigwams, as t. do it
with the Mexicans.

Another favorite mode that has recently been urged has
¦een to make the popula ion of Mexico feel the pressure and
burden of the war, and thu« produce a national feeling fayora-

K»ce. In the first place, in such an extended country,
we cannot, by any povwbil.ty, bring but a fractional portionof the population ,nto em,tart with our army, or make them

, ,
horrors of war, eve,, ,f we were willing to tarnish our

national character bv prosecuting it with fire and sword, as
some have urged it should be done. The state of civilization
«0 « pich Mexico IS does not admit of bringing home the r.res
«ure of a war to the great »^ly of ,he ^0|l|p. Thejr^
are vnall ; they have but tew even of what we call the neces-
?ar.es of |,fe, Mill fewer of thecomforts(?.nd none of the luxu-
w<-8. . uch a thing as storehouses, barns, or granaries are

.
'11,1 country, and, as already observed, we

might as well adopt a system of coercion or contributions upon
ne Indiiri tribe* of our Western forest*. There are a few of
he principal towns or cities where something might be obtain-

«d. but only little, even there, when the knowledge had l>ecn
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memorable example ol tin®, where Napoleon had posaeaalou of
her capital, all her stronghold., with 300,000 veteran troop#,
the country compact, and not one-fifth the extent of what we
propose to overrun.

. ...In Europe, Napoleon conquered other countries l»ecuuse
the population made no rebalance ufler the regular army wan

defeated, but at unci bowed down before the conqueror, the
iwo hostile armies met as prizefighters, and the country was
the st.ik.t- which lielonged to the victor*. Not >o m Mexico,
nor in the United States ; here we might have halt a dozen
armies beaten or destroyed in succesaiou, and every one ol
uur seupjrta in pows.ion of an enemy, and yet the country
and nation would lie no more conquered than they are at pre¬
sent. Mexico has 8.000,000 of inhabitants scattered over a

vust territory ; and, whilst they are disposed to resist, it is lol¬
ly lor any nation to think they can conquer them. « e can cap¬
ture anv point to which we may direct our attention and energy,
and we can march in and through the country, as we have
plainly shown, but we still only command the portion we ac¬

tually occupy. . .Under the circumstances of the case, our losses, trom sicK-

ness and other causes, must necessarily be much larger than
th. M! of the enemy ; and besides which we have to replace
those lo»es by sending 2,000 mile*, and they do t or. the

siKJt, and whilst the Us of a hundred or a thousand men I

severely felt in an army of ten or twenty thousand, it is no-

thing out ol a |>opulation of eight millions.
The views we have thus given, though previously enter¬

tained and expressed by us, are now only era i ying 1 '

we have recently heard from parties infinitely more cupable of
forming a correct judgment on the subjecttth..i «e or .ny « *
person could do who has not been on the spot, ¦
the recent military operation*, and well acquam

.of H.iw there . »nd -»« t«»» <»»¦*Locimnu.iinwl i.i full w lh« Oo.ernimi.l ot W«.,l ."s<.
from the highest sources connected with the army, an

been strongly recommended that the opeiations on our part
should be confined to the strict blockade or capture of the ene¬

rgy's seaports, and to retain military possession of such por-
tion of the conquered territory as we now hold
a. Mexico herself may become tired ot such a state of affair*,
and ask for peace, and in the mean tune throw upon her all
the burdea and inconvenience ol ollensive orations.

THE BEAUTIES OF THE SUBTREASURY.

K ROM Til K NORTH' A M Kill CAN#

It would certainly puzzle a very astute Philadelphia lawyer,
whether Whig or Loco, todiscoverand point out any advantages
wheh have as vet resulted or are likely to result, either to the
Government or the People, from the establishment of that
greatest ol modem humbug*, the Subtreasury. This \ ankee
r ation has heretofore obtained some credit, both at home and
abroad, for their talent and ingenuity exhibited in various in¬

ventions and improvements in the arts and sciences within the
last thirty years ; and, in regard to labor-Having machinery,
their go-a-head itivenesa has become proverbial. Whilst, how¬
ever, the course of the people is onward, that of the Govern¬
ment is certainly retrograde . every thing which it tinkers at
invariably becomes the worse for mending. And, in regard to
tfte Subtreasury, the " progressive Democracy" is certainly ad¬
vancinghacku-ards. This humbug is in fact a bundle of follies,inconsistencies, absurdities, and expenses from beginning to
end. Sobody ever petitioned Congress for it, and nobody in
fact wants it; it only causes trouble, inconvenience, and loss
of time to those whe have payments to make to or moneys to
receive trout the Government, and largely increases the ex¬
penses of the Treasury, without any corresponding advantages.
The public lunds, forsooth, were not s.ite in the Banks where
the people keep theirs, and the Government places them for
better security in the hands of.individuals. When the banks
held the deposites the Secretary of the Treasury could have
them placed at such points as he directed without any charge;but the Government is now becoming so rieh by the Mexican
war thai they prefer the risk and expense of catting about the
gold and silver themselves. The banks received and paid out
the public funds without charge but the Administration, hav¬
ing M much more money on hand than they know what to
do with, prefer paying hundreds of thousands of dollara to
Subtreasurers and their clerks for performing the very same
services which the banks rendered for nothing. When the
banks were the depositories of the Treasury all persons pre
senting the checks of the Department were promptly paid, and
without anv unnecessary dtlay ; but, under the present sys¬
tem, invented by the " progressive Democracy," time is not
money, delays are not dangerous, facilities in cash operations
are not desirable, expense is a matter of no account, risk is all
moonshine, and* public convenience is of no consequenceWhilst the banks transacted the business of the Government
in receiving and disbursing the public funds, till the o|>erationH
were simple and exjieditious ; the coin, instead ol being cart-
ed about from pillar to post, remained in their vaults in a state
of repose, and almost all the receipts and payments were ar¬
ranged by checks. The Treasury Department transacted its
business as merchants do theirs ; the specie was not then, a*
it is now, carted from the banks to the custom-house, trom
the custom-house to the Subtreasury,,trom the Subtreasury to
the disbursing agent's office, from his office to the counting-,
house of the merchant or contractor, and from thence back
again to the bank. All this loss of time, expense, inconve
iiience, and delay were avoided. This, however, did not suit
the patriots at Washington; the patronage of the Govern-'
ment was not extensive enough to satisfy the cravings of the
faithful.more officers were to l>e created, and partisans re¬
warded. Not content with wt. Iding the sword of the nation,
they wanted to control the purse nlsti ; and the Subtreasury,established for the ostensible purpose of extending the circula¬
tion of coin among the people, was in reality intended to in
crease Government patronage, multiply offices for its devoted
followers, and finally become merged in a great Treasury bank.
Thanks, however, to the firmness of Mr. Baiicrd, of North
Carolina, [who prevented the bill's passing in the Senate,]the snake was " scotched" in the Senate on the last day of the
last session, and it now remains for the new Whig House of
Representatives to endeavor to " kill it at the next.r

NOUS VERRON8.

VERMONT AND HER UNIVERSITY.
We understand that the very handsome sum of fifty thou-

sar»d dollars has been raised during the past year, by private
subscription*, in aid of the University of Vermont at Bur¬
lington. Of this amount there was subscril>ed

In Boston, Hartford, and Northampton $3,806In New York city *,106
In Vermont, adjacent to N.'Y. and Canada... .44,089

$50,000
Of the amount raised in \ erinont, the sum of nineteen

thousand dollars was raised in Burlington, a town with but
little rnfire thnn five thousand inhabitants ' These facts indi¬
cate, at least, the high estimation in which the institution is held
by those who have the best opportunities of understanding its
character, and who are to lie mo*' immediately affected by the
influences which it sends forth from year to year. We have
good reason to lielieve that this estimate is in no re*pect un
warranted. The University has an able body of professors,
one of the very best positions for doing good in the United
States, a course of study more methodical ami wider in its
.cope than that of any similar institution within out know-
ledge, and a library which the Hon. (StiiMI P. MaKsh on
the floor of Congress has pronounced to be supeiior to any
other of the same size in the United States. Its real estate
and other property amounts to about one hundred thousand
dollars j and the lilieral aid which has ju»t l>ecn extended to |it will enable ita directors to carry it forward with a bolder
step and still more energy, in the path it has so steadily and
successfully pursued.. A". Y. Courier <V Enquirer.
Tut Wn.Lor k C'i.kh«t*a* . Rev. Mr. Cuilll, o| the

Philadelphia Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
who died in Philadelphia last week, left a will, in bis own
hand-writing, covering nine closely-written pages, in which
he states he was born in Caroline county, Mary land, in IVGli,and at the age of twenty-one entered the ministry. He left
particular directions as to the manner'he should be buried, the
inscription upon his tomb, Ac. lie requests that lie shall la-
interred in front Of St. George's Methodist Episcopal Church,
Philadelphia, in consideration of which he leaves the corpora¬tion #1,000, to lie used in the purchase of wood for the poorof that church dunng the winter. To the Methodist Uiw>k
Concern in New York he leives #1,000 to be used in printing the Bible. Ten annual ground rent* of thirty dollars, the
principal sum being #0,000, he devises for the fienefit of worn
out preachers and th»ir families, and #1,000 to various Metho-!
dist churches in Philadelphia.
He gives to each of hi- nephews and nieces, whose name

is Ezeki -I Cooper, (with or without a middle name,) named
fn and after him, the sum of #100. To each and every child
or person, the children of friends and acquaintances, who are
named Etekiel Cooper A«er him, witl\ pr without middle or
additional names, a neat octavo bibk Particular directions
are given a* to the quality and description of the bibles and
the inscription to be put upon them by his executors. He di¬
rects them to la- as neatly like those given by Bishop As-
hury in hi* will to person* named after him ai may be.After fp«cilic devises of |ier«nnal property to various persons,the residue of his property is directed to l>e divided lietweenhis nephews and nieces, and their children. Rev, JamesSmith, Peter"L. Coo|ier, and Ignatios T. Cooper, of Kentcounty, Dels, ware, are nominated executors. It is supposedthfit the vulvji' of |,ts e^tatp is trom $160,000 to J>U00,()00.

The following concise and appropriate prayer wa« Onceoffered in the Michigan I>cgi«lattire by a French chaplain :.'(), I,or' Hie<*. ,|e pee|M, and their servant de repre¬sentatives. May dey make law* fur de peeps, and not forderatelvea.amen."

THE ISLAND OF LOBOS.

The Island ol Lobos having become a place of
some interest to miny of our citizens as the place
of rendezvous ol that portion of our Army which is
destined for the attack on Vera Cruz, we extract
the following brief account of it Ironi the correspon¬
dence of the Philadelphia North American:

" Isl.A.Ml OK I.OHOH, flULF OF Msxico,
" Fsbrcaht 7, ltJ47.

"This letter is written upon the most delightful tropical
island ever trodden by adventurers from any clime.
"The Island of Lobon is a lovely little spot, formed en¬

tirely of coral, about two miles in circumference, twelve milea
fioin the Mexican shore, about sixty miles from Tampico, and
»ome 130 from Vera Cruz. It is covered (or was before we

landed) with a variety of trees and shrubs, the higheat of the
former perhaps twenty-five feet high, and these are so thickly
covered with vines that one can hardly get through them.
There is hardly a tree, or shrub, or plant growing here I have
ever before seen. Banyan trees spreading over large spaces
of ground, their limbs forming props as they pierce into the
earth and Like root, while the tops, thickly thatched with
evergreen vines, form most beautiful arbors. Lemon, liaie, tig,
palrn, cane, and a hundred other species of wood are growing
with all the fieshnesj and beauty of the Indie*. There is plenty
of water to be had by digging four to six feet. It is blackish
und sweet, but we are getting used to it, and like it neirly as

well as ship water. Fish and sea fowl we have in profusion.
With these we have a delightful sea aif, that fourteen hours
out of the twenty-four mukes the place delightfully phasant.

" It will bo difficult, I imagine, to convince you, who will
read this sci'awl beside great coal fires, that we are literally
roasting during a portion of the day. The sun is so hot that
our faces and arms are blistered if exposed but a few minutes.
To-day, by Fahrenheit, in the shade, I scored 92°. The
universal remark among the volunteers is, ' If this is winter,
what will summer be

"G«i. Scott is daily expected here, and we shall soon be
joined by seven thousand troops from Tampico, &c. There
are six companies of Louisiana and four companies of South
Carolils troops already here. They arrived on the 3d instant.
They »re all in fine health, and are encamped beside us."

BREVET APPOINTMENTS.

[from tiik " 171*10*."]
We understand that many Brevets were conferred

by the President, by and with the advice and con¬
sent of the Senate, the last evening of its session,
and that the official general order for publishing the
same is in a course of preparation. We announced
the other day that the brevet of Major Genenl had
been conferred on Brevet Brigadier General Worth
for " gallant and meritorious conduct" in tie battle
of Monterey ; and, in anticipation of the official list,
we now mention the names of Colonel Ferbifer
P. Smith, of the regiment of Mounted Riflemen, to
be Brigadier General by brevet, and Lieutenant
Colonel Henry Wilson, of the 1st regimeit of in¬
fantry, to be Colonel by brevet, for their gaUaitand
meritorious conduct in the capture of Monterey.
Lieutenant Colonel John Garland, of the4tli regi¬
ment of infantry, to be Colonel by brevet, md Cap¬
tain Thomas Chii.ds, of the 3d regiment ofartillery,
and Lieutenant Colonel by brevet, to be ( olonel by
brevet, for their gallant and meritorious conduct in
the battles of Palo Alto and Kesaca de la Falma, <fcc.

IMPORTS OF IRON, COAL, &c
The Imports of iron, coal, <tc. fron foreigncountries, into the city of New York, curing the

month of February, were as follows :

Coal 2,05« tons.
Iron, bar . 791 tons.

Do. pig 2,72' tons.
Do. sheet, «Stc 5,614 tons.

Lead . . .6,52* pigs.
Salt .. .. 82,784 bushels.

Wool...t 425 bales.
[Shipping and Commercial Lint.

TRADE UPON THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO
CANAL.

It will lie gratifying to the frisnds of the Che*ap>ake and
Ohio ('anal to know ilia', notwithstanding the work is yet in¬
complete, it not having reached the point at which the great
business in coal and iron is to begin to be done, the trade
in agricultural productions has gicatly increased. Hiving ac¬
cess a few days ago to the official reports, I noted that the
following mentioned quantity of flour had been trtnaioited on
thn canal within the last five years, viz

In 1842.. 151,956 larrels.
I"1843 156,242 do.
In 1844 172,7M5 do.
In 1845 170,56G do.

In 1846 234,672 do.
Marcu 10, 1817. I.

FROM SANTA FE.
The St. Louia Republican has accounts from Satta Fe to

the 14th of January. At that time but little hi<her was
known of the movements of Col. Doniphan. Sone Mexi¬
cans, who were in the battle of Brazito, report«d lhat Col.
Doniphan entered EI Paso on the 28th of Deeeinlfr, and K)«k
possession without resistance.the military for« which he
met on the 25th and defeated having scattered ti the moun¬
tains.
The attempt to produce a revolution in Santi IV was to

have been made on Chiistma* night. It was a imi when a

great number of Mexicans were ex|>ected to cmgegate in
Santa Fe for the purpose of attending the ceremmbs of the
Catholic Church. A very large number were in alendance
from all sections of the country ; and no doubt by prjconcert.
A priest from El Paso, habited as a grcuser, wa» presentand took an active part in all the preliminary arrangements.
But the whole plot was disclosed to the Americani by Mexi¬
can women, and the authorities were able to secun a good
many of the leaders.

FROM THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.
Buenos Ayres pn[>ers to the 12th December have be»n re.

ceived lit New York.
Messrs. Brest and Graham, Commissioners on the partof the I'nited States, had returned from Paraguay, being un¬

successful in their efforts to adjust the dispute between that
State an<l the Argentine confederacy. Oen. Lopez, the dic¬
tator of Paraguay, had agreed, however, tosusfiend hostilities
for the present, tie is united with the Brazilian monarchyin an effort to separate the States north of the Rirers Plata
and I'arana from the Union, and thus throw open the navi¬
gation, as demanded by England and France. The Consti¬
tutional Government of Uraguay, under General Oril>e, hns
abolished slavery, which may have an important iitlucnce up¬
on its present struggle with the monarchist* uider Rivera-
The latter had been inactive for some time. We observe that
a better feeling is evinced Itetween the Argentiie* and the
English and French, which looks like an early puce.

[ New York Sun.

Di/kl..The Buffalo Commercial of the .rithh*Kthe follow¬
ing telegraphic despatch from Lcwiston .

" A hostile meeting took place this morning between two
' Canadian gentlemen, who came from Hamilton for that pur-. pose. Ttie weapons were pistols.distance fourteen paces..Three shots were exchanged, but unfortunately none of|1 them took effect."

The Paris correspondent of the Boston Atlas stutos that
"the American war," upon which Count Skriiurikn, the
former French Minister at Washington, has been employed
for years, is nearly finished ; and that Count nc Mksoc, who
was also for many year* in the French Legntion in America,
and long a resident of Washington and its neighborhood, now
resides at Paris, and is making investigations in some of the
public archive* on American affairs, though it i* not known
with what intention.

Sin Lce.lL'* OT»W»m himself could never have placed
so high a standard tijmn the importance of duelling as appears
to lie entertained by others. The New Orlcan* Delta tell* of
seeing a recommendation written by an Iri*h friend in favor
of a vising gentleman who is an applicant tor a eoinmis*ion
in the army. Among other things, he says " My friend,Mr. , is closely connected with the Picaident, bis father
having fought a due! with one of the folk*.".North Am.

ORIGINAL.

THE PLIGHT OF THE VULTURES.

It was stated some days since ill the National
Intelligencer that immense columns ot the Ameri¬
can vulture, extending as far as the eye could reach,
had recently been seen flying steadily towards the
South. The reading of it suggested the following
irregular lines :

What darken* the Heaven* ' what gloom* the sky *

What rushing sound ia heard '

In countieaa million* they fly, they fly j
'Ti* aouuding wing* that darken the sky,
Of the murd'roua, the blood-loving bird.

In lengthened train, from the far-oil North,
Like an tiir-bom host they come,

A* though some monarch bad summoned them forth,
And marshalled their columns, from rear to van,
To shadow the earth, thi air to fan,
And scare, with noon d»rkness,the gaze ol man.

Whither, oh whither, ye lovers of blood,
Who make armies your pr«y, and men your lood,
Oh whither do ye fly ?

Say, i* it battle ye scent aftr '

Do you hear the mustering sounds of war,
And the groan* of men t»at die }

To the South, to the South, we speed our flight;
To the "stormy joy* of the nadden'd fight,
And the reeking feaat at its close :

To the fields all smoking with human gore,
To the pit that yawns, to the half-made grave,
To our mpal on the strong, to our feast on the brave,

We fly, we fly.
Wave not so proudly that dancing plume,

Vain child of martial pride
Nor check thy war-steed with look so proud,
Not raise thy vmce of command so loud,
As forth thy legions ride

To-night that voice shall be hushed and still:
Nor echo again, from rock or hill,

Repeat it* battle cry ;
Our cowering wings sball be thy shroud,
Our dripping lieaks shall be shrieking loud,
While they plough, full deep, in that haughty breast,

Ana feed on that flashing eye.

They are ours they pre ours ! that marching mass,
As in war's bright hues to the fight they pass,

Or dare the rampart's blaze :

From the shattered wall, from the choked-up trench,
Amid moans, and wounds, and blood and stench,

We shall make a glorious meal

Scenf, scent we already, the tainted gale ;

Snuff, snuff the loaded breeze !
On sounding pinions we sail, we sail,
To clime* of the sun, where plagues prevail,
And vulture man, with his human heart
Outvies us, and tops our bloody part,

With an instinct more fell than ours.

Then let him hear our ominous cry,
And trembling lift his i^aze on high,
As we're passing, in clouds, o'er the blackened sky,
With an army that shrinks his puny powers,

To our supper of flesh, to our feast on the slain,
"To our orgies of blood on the battle plain,

Where his proudest pomp is ours !
SIGMA.

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL COMPANY.

We have seen a copy of the Act lately passed by the Legists-
ure of ttie State of Virginia, " authorizing the State's guaranty
o certain bonds of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Com-
jany." The bill recites that it has been represented to the
General Assembly of Virginia that, in pursuance of the act of
Maryland for the completion of the canal, the President and
Directors of the (/anal Company, under a contract for that
purpose, have made arrangements to raise the amount of mo-1

iicy necessary for the completion of the said canal to Lumber-
land, provided the further sum of three hundred thousand dol¬
lars can be procured ; and therefore enacts that to enable the
President and Directors, or their contractors, to complete the
said arrangements, :wnd to raise the said sum of three hundred
thousand dollars, in the mode and for the purpose aforesaid,
the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of V irginia do subscribe
or endorse the guaranty of the ^ttfte to the bonds of the said
Chesapeake and Ohio (/anal Company, to l« issued in pur¬
suance of the said act of the General' Assembly of Maryland,
to an amount not exceeding three hundred thousand dol¬
lars ; provided, that the guaranty shall not be so subscribed
or endorsed by the Treasurer until it shill be shown to the
satisfaction of the Board of Public Works of Virginia by the
President and Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Company, or their contractors, that the said sum of three hun¬
dred thousand dollars will secure the completion of the said
canal to Cumberland, Sic.
An act has also passed the Legislature of \ irginia, for buy¬

ing out from the Corporation of the Alexandria Canal two-
fifths of the stock of thai canal ; or, in other words, issuing
its own six per cent, stock to the amount of $272,000, being
two-fifths of $650,000, the whole cost of the canal. This is
one advantage, at least, that Alexandria has gained by her
secession from the District of Columbia.
We are glad to learn from the Alexandria Gazette "that,

in consequence of the late favorable action of the Legislatures
of Maryland and Virginia, the contractors of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal Company intend making arrangements for an

early resumption of the work, with a determination to com¬

plete it to Cumberland at the earliest practicable period."
Tiik Asti-Kewt Question..It appears, from a memorial

presented to the Legislature of New York by General Van
Rensselaer, (says the North American,) that, even after
the expenditure of some lives and more than a hundred thou¬
sand dollars in money, the anti-rent question in New York is,
to all practical intents and purposes, as far from being settled
as ever. If any change has been effected, it ha* been against
the proprietors; for the tax laid, passed at the last legislature,
operates most onerously against him, and it is to procure the re¬

peal of that law that the Legislature if now memorialized. A
process cannot l>e served agaiust tenants, and the officers of the
law are in many ways hindered or obstructed in the perform¬
ance of their duty. The landlord suffers, and the tenants

prosper wrongfully ; for the memorial, in setting forth the
grievance complained of, gives the following " picture in lit¬
tle" of the untenable foundation upon which anti-renWsm
rests:

V Gen. Van Rensselaer states that the leases or grants
wore mostly made by his father, Itetween the year" "86 and
1790, on applications and selections, made as rapidly as the
lands could !>e surveyed, on terms thought reasonable by the
applicants, and with express warranty of title. That the pos¬
session liken under such grants has, in every case, been un¬
disturbed, and no instance has occurred where any farm so
held has l>een claimed by any person having or pretending to
have a title adverse or superior to the title of the occupants,
nor has there Iteen any desire to contest such title, except
the recent unusual desire of the owners for a law permitting
thsm to contest and invalidate the only title under which they
have held for sixty or seventy years."

J. C. Harhis, Esq., editor of the Cleveland (Whig) lle^
raid, was last week elected Mayor of that city.
The charter election at Detroit, in Michigan, which took

place on the 2d instant, resulted in the choice of Mr. Van
Dike (Whig) for Mayor by a majority of thirty-two voles.
The majority against the Whigs at the last election was fifteen.

Specie..The knowing ones put down the amount of spe¬
cie now afloat on its way from Europe to the United States at
seven millions of dollars. Advices have been received of all
except that on hoard the steamer which left Liverpool on the
4th. Thst is estimated. The rest is on board sailing ships
from I.ondon, Liverpool, and Havre, The clear profit on the
importation of coin is at present fmm two und a half to three
per cent , making fortunes for the "great houses."

[ Spiv York Journalof Coot merer.

The License Question in Vermont..On Tuesday of
last week the citizens of Vermont determined at the ballot
box the question whether the traffic in intoxicating liquors
should be permitted any longer. Last year the question of
license or no license was determined by each county for itself,
but the Legislature at its lust session passed a law to submit
the question to the people of the whole State, ao that the
traffic should r iiher be entirely prohibited or allowed on equal
terms in every town. Sixty-two towns give a majority of
4,172 for no license, und there ia every reason to believe that
lhe whole State haa gone the samejway.

SKETCH OF Mr. ASHMUN'S REMARKS,
O.N TUK LAST NlliliT or THE SKSSIOM.

'l'he Report having been made ill the Hou*e of Represcnta-
ti»e» from ihe Committee of Conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses upon amendments to the Military
Appropriation bill. .

Mr. A»HMUN rose. He said that, an ho understood the
report of the committee of conference, (with which it wiw

proposed that the House should now concur,) it was that the
Senate should recede from its dissent to the project of appoint¬
ing a lieutenant general. The House had put a clause in the
hill empowering the President to put a new mail, a newly
created general ollicer, a military commander crcaled for po¬
litical purposes, over the heads of all our brave generals in
the field.men who had by their bravery not only won for
themselves an immortality of fame, but who had elevated the
character and military glory of the country in the eyes of
foreign nations and of the world. This was the only impor¬
tant point in the differences between the two Houses ; the
rest Were mere trifles in comparison, mere make-weights,
thrown into the scale to secure this principal point. It seem¬
ed to lie a matter in the highest degree desirable to the Adini-
nistiation to put over tl^e heads of Scott and 1 aylor a new

man, the creature of the Executive, twlected either from the
halls of Congress, or from among the inferior officers of the
army, and that was the purpose and aim ol this recommenda¬
tion of the committee of conferenco. Before such an iniquity
was accomplished, Mr. A. Wanted the House to understand
distinctly what they were going to do At this last hour, in
the expiring moments of a Congrein, gentlemen were culled
on thu>*, by * vote of concurrence, to acquiesce in a measure
which had three several limes beei thruvt upon the House,
and three sevei^l limes killed by eophatic votes of rejection.
This deformed corpse, thrice dead, had now been once
more galvanised into life, and it hid been distinctly an¬
nounced in very high quarters that tbe Administration had
patronage enough still to get it through both Houses. And
did they calculate without reason oil such a result > What
had operated to change the views of the Military Committee
in regard to this thing > When it had first been presented to
them they had at once, and, with a single exception, unani¬
mously reported that it was inexpedient to make such an ap¬
pointment. What, Mr. A. again asked, had changed their
views > Surely some very cogent arguments must have been
addressed to them. Mr. A. meant to charge nothing impro¬
per } but it might lie a somewhat interesting inquiry whether
none of the gentlemen placed on that committee had not re¬

ceived, or did not expect to receive, a military appointment
under the Government' Mr. A. imputed nothing of an

offensive kind to any body : the committee, it seemed, had
changed their minds : that was all.

Mr. CARROLL (a member of the Military Committee)
here obtained Jeave to explain, and rose.to say that there was
at least a portion of the committee who were ih much opjioscd
to the proposal now as ever they had been. I hey were still
opposed to giving aid and comfort to the enemy by the ap¬
pointment of men to the chief command of the ariny who
were incompetent to the station ; they desired now, as they
always had desired, to sec such a post occupied by men of
professional experience and military skill.

Mr. ASHMUN resumed. He had no ground to charge
any 'individual member with having thus been influenced since
the very extraordinary manner in which some gentlemen had
suddenly changed their opinion in regard to this matter of a

lieutenant general. He did not certainly know that any
member so situated hail received a nomination; but he did
know that ever since the passage of the ten regiment bill,
which put into the hands of the Executive so large an amount
of patronage, the effect of that patronage had been very ob¬
viously felt in that House; and he fuither knew that this very
day two members of that House had received nominations to
places of very high truU and importance.

[Voices: " Who are they ? Names, names."]
[A good deal of sensation was manifested in the House,

and the conversation became very loud.]
Mr. A. proceeded. They had had some very interesting

questions raised here, which touched on sectional interests and
feelings; and the breasts of Representatives from the free
States had been thrilled by declarations of gentlemen from the
South that on the settlement of those questions in a particular
way the very existence of the Lnion depended ; and they had
teen members here deserting the interests ol the free States
an these questions.

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina. " Name them. Who are

they >»

Mr. ASH MUN said he had no objection to name them,
lor he never would be found saying indirectly what he was

unwilling to say directly. A meml»er from Pennsylvania op¬
posite (Mr. C. J. Ivoehsoll) had teceived the nomination, as
he understood, of Minister to Prance.
[Much sensation ]
Mr. BAYLY here rose and inquired whether that member

had advanced any opinions, during the present session, ill re¬

gard to slavery, which he had not alwaysentertained and uni¬
formly expressed >

Mr. ASHMUN admitted that on the subject of slavery the
gentleman had been uniformly subservient to the views of the
South.

Here Mr. C. J. INGER80LL, under very great excite¬
ment, rose from his seat on the opposite side of the hall, and,
crossing over with rather hasty steps, opproachej Mr. A. s

seat, exclaiming, "l)o you say I have been subservient'
When } Where ? In what have ! been subservient
The CHAIR called Mr. Inokkroli. to order.^There was much sensation in the House. Several gentle¬

men left their seat* ; others called to order ; and after a few
minutes Mr. Ngkrkoll returned to the other side of the hall.

Mr. BAYLY resumed. He would ask the gentleman to
specify one vote which had been given by the gentleman
from Pennsylvania this session which was not in strict con¬

formity with his uniform and well-known sentiments and
principles.

Mr. ASHMUN said h* had listened with great respect to
the gentleman from Virg nia, and would now

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, called on Mr. Ashmvn to
say whether any other rneuiliers of the House had received
nominations, in consequence of which they had changt d their
sentiments.

Mr. ASHMUN, without noticing this interrogatory, went
on to say that he had been called on by the gentleman from
Virginia over the wuy (Mr. Uatlt) to say whether the mem¬
ber from Pennsylvania (Mi. C. J. Is(HH»oii) had recently
given any votes inconsistent with his previously avowed opin¬
ions ' In reply, he would say that he did not know that he
had on the subject of slavery. On that subject he had uni¬
formly expieesed opinions which went to sustain the interests
of slavery. As he understood from the history of that gentle¬
man's public life, he had uniformly been in favor of sustaining
ihe slave power in this Government, (and perhaps the gentle¬
man from Virginia might think that that was the best thing he
was doing in Congress.) [A laugh.] If the gentleman from
Pennsylvania had no other merit than that, Mr. A. would
leave him to the judgment of the country. He had not come
here to raise a storm as to the merits ol that individual or of
any other.

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, reminded the House that
Mr. A. had referred to other individuals as having been influ¬
enced by nominations.
The CHAIR called to order.
Mr. SIMS. L«t the members he alluded to be named.
The CHAIR again insisted on the preservation of older.
Mr. BAYLY. Does the Chair rule it to be out of order for

i>ne memlier to propound an inquiry to another member who
is addressing the bouse, when the latter expresses a willing¬
ness that the question should lie put, and is willing to an¬
swer it >

The CHAIR replied that these repeated interruptions and
personal conversations were all out of order.
Mr. ASHMUN said he had no objections that gentle¬

men should put their inquiries to him, if it was done in a pro¬
per manner.
.Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, said it was due as well to

ihe gentlemen referred to, whoever they might lie, as to oth.
ors, that, as allusion had Iteen publicly made to them, they
should as publicly lie named.

Mr. ASHMUN said that he believed he was not mistaken
as to the object c>f the gentleman from South Carolina. That
gentleman bad reference, probably, to a military nomination.
Mr. A. would here, with all willingness and freedom say, that
a more honorable and independent memlier was not to be
found in that hall than the gentleman who had this day re¬

ceived a nomination to a distinguished military position : nor
Jid he Itelieve that his course of political action had b£°n ,n

the slightest degree influenced by that circumstance. Mr. A.
never had had the pleasure personally to know the gentleman
from Kentucky to whom he alluded, (understood to be Mr.
Ti a ratts,) but had observed his deportment here to be
marked by uniform jiersonal courtesy, no less than by political
independence.1 And Mr. A. had alluded to the nomination,
not as implying any thing injurious or discreditable to that
gentleman, but merely on general ground* a« one instance of
i most |n rnicious practice, by which the influence of the Ex¬
ecutive could »>e brought to »>ear with dangerous |>ower upon
the Houses of Congress.

Mr. A. went on to say that he had l>een questioned by Ihe
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Bavlt) in a very pointed man¬
ner. Nor did he wonder that that gentleman, coming as he
did from a slave State, should lie somewhat sensitive on such
a subject. In reply to the gentleman's queries, he had replied
that he lielieved the nominee to France had been uniform for
the last two years (and he did not go beyond that |>eriod of
time) on the subject of slavery. But the gentleman's query
had covered much more ground. It had (wen general. He
had asked Mr. A. whether that individual had evinced a

change in any sentiments on public matters which he had pre¬
viously maintained } Mr. A. would now say that he had.
There had been in that House, as all the country knew, adis
cussion in regard to the true boundaries of Texas at the time
when her annexation was proposed. When the present nom¬
inee to Prance made h!« sjieech on that subjec t nn that floor
he had announced to, the world that the vnut desert lying be¬
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande had been interposed by

he hand of th« Almighty himself to form a barrier between
the Angles*,® and the Spaniah race. , and that whichever
0 them ahouid ever attempt to pa*, it, would thereby ineviia-

SiTg k" VV ha' "",ne of hi. wa. em-

in pL"? ah
" ch*innan of the Committee

on Foreign Affu.s I here it stood. It wa. of record. It
could neiiher be blotted out, or talked out, or sworn out

V i"°V pt'rson l,ad declttr*l recently, i. the luce
of thta House and ol the world, that the Rio Grande itself
(and not the desert on thin aide of it) was the true boundary
h fT/- . . u" lmd '**" flXed ** the boundary by the
hand of bod, and that Mr Polk would juatly have subjectedhimself to impeachment had he stopped ahort of it. Thus it
seemed that the Almighty had planted both, and, though thev
were at a vaat distance from each other, each of thein was th«
true and only line of boundary. He would reply to the gentle
man from Virginia, that here waa a change, and a notable
change, ol(sentiment on th« part of thi. nominee. Here stood
lis two diliereiil, inconsistent, incompatible opinions both .)«
hvered to the House, and let it be remembered, too, that thes«
were the very opinion, (he meant the individual's |a8t and new
doctrine) which led to the present war. In hi. report, made
in August last, he stated that the Rio Bravo was the true limit
to which we had a right to extend our military occupation of
exas, and that it the President bad stopped short of it |>e

would have subjected himselfto impeachment; while in 184-S

rrV,hniC 1,ndi*idual haJ>clared ^at whoever presumed to
cross the desert far on this aide of it would provoke a war
and further, that never would this Government pass beyond it
until Congress should be seized with an inordinate lust of
dominion. Was the gentleman from Virginia answered now'
[Mr. Bat Li said not a word.] Was the country likely to
believe that the nomination to the Court of Prance had been
the consequence of this subserviency ? Mr. A. did not sav
that they would. He had his own opinion as to that matter.

1 he point he had set out with was this : that that House
had voted over and over that it would not consent to the ao-
pointmeiit of a lieutenant-general, but it bad once more been
inserted in the bill, and the committee of conference recom¬
mended that the Senate should recede from its dissent to the
measure, and suffer the bill to pass with this feature in i»- It
seemed to him extraordinary that the conferoes ». the part
of the Senate should accede to such a rei<o*. Mr. A. did not
undertake to arraign ihe conduct of the Senate,'or of its pre
siding officer, (who, he believed, had appointed the Senate's
portion of the committee,) but it was certainly very .xtraordi
nary that the Senate should first take the ground that no new
made politico-military officer ahouid override Taylor and Scott,
and then, after smothering the Wilmot proviao, and the adop¬
tion of the ten regiment bill, should have now recommended,
by a committee on their part, that that around should tw
abandoned. But, whatever might be the recommendation of
a committee of conference, the Senate, as a body, had the
power of holding on to the position it had taken. And now,
once more, the watchword of the lovers of the country was',
" Look to the Senate !" He trusted tha' dignified Irody would
sti< k to its integrity, and that the progress of corruption would
be stayed.

Mr. A. said that the effect of Executive influence in that
ball had Insen anticipated and predicted when the ten regiment
bill was about to pass ; and in that apprehensiom the Com¬
mittee of the Whole had inserted a provision in the bill that
no member of Congress should be appointed to the commands
created, and the House had sustained the Committee. But
then came the jugglery ; and, since then, all the projects of
the Administration (with the exception of the tea and coffee
tax.and what had become of that he did not know ; he pre¬
sumed it was coming up again some time between this and
mitinight) had been carried under the potential influence of
the ten regiment bill.
Such was the resistless power of Executive patronage. And

so well was this understood and counted on, that it had been
declared without disguise, after the rejection of the Wilmot
proviso in the Senate, that they would carry the three million
bill in this House without the proviso; and the event had
proved that they were right. After the decisive vote by which
that proviso had been inserted, the country had seen the sur¬

prising spectacle of its subsequent rejection by a majority of
tree votes. The free States, with their majority on this floor,
had flattered themselves that they were safe ; but they little'
knew the strength of Executive influence ; they little dreamed
that among their own Representatives there would be faltering
on such a question. Within one short week that same Wil¬
mot proviso had been passed by a majority of nine votes and
then rejected by a majority of seven ! This was, to simple
men at a distance, a legislative miracle ; but the question was
gone 4 it was forever beyond their reach ; and now it was

plain we were to have annexation and slavery with it
Mr. WOODWORTH, of New York, here asked Mr.

Ashmux whether he would not have voted against the three
million bill even if that proviso had been retained >

Mr. ASHMIJN answered with a very emphatic negative.
He had voted to insert the proviso, and when it was inserted
he had voted for the bill. How had the gentleman from New
York voted f

Mr. WOODWORTH. For the proviso.
Mr. ASHMIJN. -Yes, the first time ; andhowdid the gen¬

tleman vote to-day ? '

Mr- WOODWORTH. Against it, as otherwise the bill
wouM have wen lost.
Mr ASHM UN. It is as I said. There is the gentleman's

vote, for Ihe proviso one day and against it the next.
Mr. WOODWORTH. The bill must otherwise have been

lost."
Mr. ASHMUN. Oh, then, as I now under»tand the gen¬

tleman, the Wilmot proviso was not a matter of principle, but
¦i matter of exj>ediency. Under certain circumstance, the
gentleman, the representative of a free State, is willing to ad
mit slave territory ; under other circumstances he is not. The
question may be settled in one way on one day and in ano¬
ther way on another. Mr. A. looked at the matter otherwise.
But he supposed the whole thing was arranged, and the vote
must soon be taken. He had thought and felt that, at some
time before the Hands of this expiring Congress were quite ran
out, it was the duty of some one to announce to the country
the result of Executive influence within those walls. He had
done it; at the risk, no doubt, of the condemnation if not the
denunciation of Fome gentlemen present 5 but he had only
done his duty. These were hi. opinions, and he felt bound
to present them honestly and fearlessly. The issue was with
the people.

Mr. LINN BOYD moved the previous question; which,
wing agreed to, precluded further debate.

The Roxbury city election on Monday resulted in the
choice of General H. A. S. Dears oh* for Mayor, and the
whole Whig ticket for Aldermen, Common Councilmen, and
8chool Committee.
The inhabitants of Ontario, Livingston, Steuben, and ad¬

jacent counties held a Convention a few days since, to take
measures to connect the New York and Erie Railroad with
that from Albany to Buffalo, by a road from Rocheater to

Corning.
The bill to make New Hrdfnrd a city has passed both

Houses of the Massachusetts Legislature. The New Bedford '

Mercuty say. its effect is alieady manifest : the snow is dis¬
appearing from the side walks, the stieets are less dirty, and
the town bi'havt s itself lietter generally.

ihe JZtna and Stmmbvli, new brigs recently fitted out at
the Charlestown Navy Yard, neai Boston, ready for sea, were
to sail on Thursday for the Gulf. The .Etna is commanded
by Com. G. J. Van BnuifT, and the Stromboli by Com.
W h. 8. Walk KB. Their guns were cast by Alger, at 8outh
Boston, weigh each about 1,500 pounds, and will carry a

shell weighing some 85 pounds. It is stated that.
"These guns will carry at least half a mile further than those

at the castle of San Juan, of the same site but considerably
lighter. These two vessels will act in conjunction with two
that are fitting out at the New York navy yard, and which
will carry each a gun similar to these."

The United States steamer Hunter left New Orleons again
ou Ihe 1st instant for tho Gulf of Mexico. The accident
which caused her return to port was not so serious as was at
first supposed.
The II. 8. schooner On-ku hy-e, Lieut. Bkriitmax, ar¬

rived at Penracola on the 2d instant, from Chagrea, after a

very boisterous passage of fourteen daya. She bringa no news
of moment.

Albany CncniT..$1,000 Albany sixes Western railroad
bonds sold at Boston on Saturday at 105J.

(¦hi.<iKit 1 ransci.idkhtalism..-The Chinese claim to
have invented almost every thing : printing, the compass,
gunpowder, and the. arts upon which the Western nations
most pride themselves, are all found in China, where they
claim an antiquity compared to which our oldest records are

but of yesterday. But (says the Providence Journal) wo

thought that Tramctndeniulinm was exclusively of modern
invention. It seems that we were mistaken, for the following
extract from a Chinese work equals any thing ever seen in the
.Hal, or I >e»l or sphered. It is furnished by Mr. Williams, who
i. lecturing in New York upon China. After this we shall
expect to learn that the magnetic telegraph is at work in the
interior province, of the Celestial Umpire, and that the letheon
is adminiKtered in all the hoapital. :

f he venerable prince Yara arose prior to the great origi¬
nal standing, at the commencement of the mighty wonderful,
and floating in the ocean of deep obscurity. He is sponta¬
neous and sell exiting, produced before the beginning of emp¬
tiness, commencing prior to uncaused existence, pervading nil
heavens and earth, whose tiegiurimg and end no years can cir-
cumacrihe, who by searching can find out the Almighty to
perfection."


